
 

 
10th March 2021 
 

Measures in Plan for the Safe-Reopening of Ballyneale NS 
 
Public health informs us that ‘schools are safe’ and the evidence does show that 
transmission in schools, both to children and adults, has been very low compared to 
other settings. However, there can be no absolute guarantee that schools can be 
totally Covid safe in relation to the spread of the virus within schools. The BoM is 
working to make our school as safe as possible through the stringent 
implementation of infection control measures and by putting key safety measures in 
place to deal with the identified concerns and eliminate transmission risks where 
possible. Such measures include:  
 

 All relevant policies and practices are in place to prevent the spread of Covid-19 

in line with the Government’s “Work Safely Protocol”.  Our Covid-19 Response 

Plan and risk assessment are our commitment to providing a safe and healthy 

workplace for all our staff, pupils and others who visit our school.  

 A pre-return-to-work form has been completed by all staff in advance of 

returning to work  

 Staff and pupils who are feeling unwell have a moral imperative to stay at home  

 The concerns and needs of vulnerable and at-risk staff will be managed in line 

with approved policy and procedures  

 Staff are being provided with all necessary PPE and protective clothing in 

accordance with identified Covid-19 exposure risks and in line with public health 

advice  

 Where possible, teachers and SNA staff stay with the same bubble of pupils  

 There is adequate Covid-19 signage and floor stickers on display throughout the 

school. Visible signage is in place that identifies general cleaning protocols, 

processes, and practices  

 Appropriate social distancing is maintained and necessary controls are in place 

to reduce transmission risks (face masks, visitors restricted, staggered breaks, 

etc.). Appropriate dispersion measures are used at all entrances and exits  
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 Parents or carers taking their children to school by car are encouraged to plan 

their journey in advance to ensure that their chosen drop off area is safe and 

contact with others is minimal  

 Where school transport is required for pupils to attend school, the BoM expects 

that all transport providers will comply with all relevant advice and guidance 

issued by the government and public health along with any other arrangements 

put in place as part of the school’s own Covid-19 Response Plan, based on the 

school’s own health and safety review  

 Additional supervision is being provided when pupils are leaving school grounds 

to comply with social distancing requirements  

 The school maintains a log of contacts to facilitate contact tracing  

 Specific procedures are in place for the reception of goods and deliveries  

 There is a system in place to keep staff, pupils and parents up-to-date with the 

latest public health advice and the BoM has taken swift action to implement all 

recommended public health measures as they are updated. Regular and 

transparent briefings/communications are provided to staff and parents  

 Appropriate cleaning, handwashing and hygiene procedures are in place. There 

is also a cleaning schedule of any surfaces or equipment that is shared or used 

regularly by staff and pupils  

 There is a plan in place as to what needs to be done if a staff member or pupil 

develops Covid symptoms (fever, cough, shortness of breath) while at school. All 

staff and pupils are aware of the relevant steps and procedures  

 Staff and pupil safety is a priority at all times and anyone who expresses a safety 

concern is listened to with empathy and understanding. Health and wellbeing 

are at the centre of our decision making.  

The BoM will continue to communicate regularly with staff and parents and we 
request that you keep yourself updated with all communications, giving the ever- 
changing nature of this pandemic. Each of us needs to take personal responsibility 
for our actions in relation to Covid-19 and we must all work together to ensure the 
safety of every child and adult in our school community. We would remind all 
members of the school community of the dangers of spreading this virus through 
congregation of groups of people.  Please be mindful of this in relation to dropping 
off and collecting children at the school entrance. 
 


